
Massachusetts Depar tment of Conservation and Recreation 
Bureau of Fire Control and Forestry 

Proposed Timber  Harvesting Summary Form 
Name: Boxford – Middleton Road 06 

 
Region:    North East Region 
Recreation Distr ict:   Atlantic  
Forest Management Distr ict: North East 
State Forest:    Boxford State Forest 
Closest Road:    Middleton Road - Boxford 
 
Contact Information:  Harris F. Penniman, Jr. 

817 Lowell Rd, P.O. Box 829 
Carlisle, MA  01741-0829 
(978) 369-3350 ext. 19 

    Harris.Penniman@state.ma.us 
 
Stand Descr iption: 
 
This is about a hundred acre section of the forest with rocky, rolling hill topography.  It is off Middleton 
Road in Boxford.  Access is through a MA Department of Fish and Game (DFG) property on an existing 
right of way.  It is composed of three stands:  

1. A 35 acre oak hardwood medium sawtimber stand, with northern red oak site index of 65, much of 
which was commercially thinned with a hardwood fuelwood harvest in the early 1980’s.  

 2. A 56 acre white pine oak medium sawtimber stand, with northern red oak site index of 65 and 
white pine site index of 65.   

3. A mixed oak stand of 15 acres pole sized, with a northern red oak site index of 52. 
 
Silviculture: 
 
The goal of this harvest is to enhance the large oak matrix to benefit neotropical birds and other wildlife 
which prefer this type of habitat. Uneven age management will be used to maintain the matrix by small 
group removal of approximately 25% of the basal area. There are small depressions of rich mesic type 
species. Uncommon species in the stands such as basswood and sugar maple will be left for diversity.  
 
Aesthetic, Recreation and Wildlife Considerations: 
 
Trails shall be passable at the end of each work day. All slash 1”  in diameter shall be lopped to less than 2’  
high. Large trees with wildlife cavities, live snag and known nest trees shall be retained. Prime mast 
producing trees will be left. Trees adjacent to trails shall be marked with double slashes of paint to aid in 
directional felling to minimize aesthetic impact on trails.  Some skid trails may be left open to enhance 
existing trails system.  This entire forest is now in a NHESP Priority Habitat of rare species and estimated 
habitat of rare wildlife polygon.  The concerns are turtles. There is also a complex of vernal pools.  The mole 
salamanders  buffer guidelines for the vernal pools will be used, although mole salamander have not been 
documented at the site, as well as any NHESP recommendations  for the turtles or other species made will be 
followed.  



 
Sale Layout: 
 
Perennial streams shall be buffered and protected to at least MA Forestry BMP and Chapter 132 standards, 
50’  filter strip. Vernal pools, certified or non-certified, will be treated as mole salamander habitat and will be 
treated the same with 50’  no cut buffer, 50’ -450’  buffer of more than 70% of area with greater than 75% 
canopy cover retained .   The landing will be on-site and located well off the road. The main skid trails, 
buffers, vernal pools and wetlands shall be marked with paint or flagged prior to the harvest.  The landing 
shall be stabilized after the harvest for future reuse. Boundaries will be remarked before the harvest. There is 
possibly a 3 acre parcel belonging to Essex County Greenbelt within this area.  A steel gate and will be put 
on DFG property, a meeting was held in November 2006 with DFG to discuss this, as well as access.  
Harvest will be during between November and February, inclusive. 
 
 
  
Park Supervisor : __________________________________  Date: _________________ 
  
Regional Director : _________________________________  Date: _________________ 
 
Distr ict Forester : __________________________________  Date: _________________ 
  
  
Attached: Topographic map showing location of Forest Products Sale Area 



 


